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A Very Special Ministry in Wilkes County
By Robert Simons, Central Area Manager

May 1st marks the beginning of another “Special Proj-
ect Grant” cycle. These grants have been made possible 
by donors who have provided funding to be used at 
the discretion of the NCBF Board of Directors for spe-
cial projects of churches, associations and other Bap-
tist organizations. Applications are due by August 
15th of each year and a subcommittee of our board 
meets to award the grants in mid-September.  

h.o.p.e. Ministry in Wilkesboro is one of the past recip-
ients of our grants. I had the opportunity to visit Dr. Burt 
Wilbur (Associational Director of Missions for the Brushy 
Mountain Baptist Association) and John Triplett (Church 
and Community Ministries Director for BMBA) as I re-
viewed their application for a special project grant. What I 
learned about the work in that Association and in particu-
lar, the h.o.p.e. Ministry, made a lasting impression on me.

This ministry is a servant ministry providing a food 
bank, baby closet, woodshed, and is the hub for other out-
reach ministries and handyman project ministries for the 
BMBA. The ministry was started in 2003 and has truly been 
blessed by God with a great staff and many wonderful 
volunteers. The food bank is the primary operation of the 
ministry.  They have distributed over 1.4 million pounds 
of food to 100,000 individuals in 33,000 families.  The site 

of the ministry also houses a Toy Store that distributed 
toys to 1,502 children in 543 families in a recent year.  The 
“store” inventory often exceeds $100,000 of toys donated 
by churches, community organizations and fundraising 
events. The referral system, which is comprised of school 
counselors, area social services, churches and individuals, 
shows a concerted effort to truly assist the neediest of 
children in families of the area.

The numbers are impressive, but h.o.p.e. Ministry is 
not just about the numbers. More importantly, it’s about 
showing the love of Jesus to many in Wilkes County who 
do not know Him. No doubt that many have come to know 
Christ as a result of this servant ministry. John Triplett re-
cently stated that the favorite part of the ministry for many 
of the patrons is the prayers that they receive when they 
visit h.o.p.e.

h.o.p.e. Ministry in Wilkesboro is just one of many wor-
thy recipients of special project grants funneled through 
the NC Baptist Foundation. I would encourage any Bap-
tist church, association or institution to apply for funding 
during the current cycle. Give your area manager a call to 
discuss how you can apply. 

Perhaps this article peaks your interest in how you can 
provide a “legacy gift” to a Baptist ministry that is special 
to you.  The NC Baptist Foundation can assist you in mak-
ing that special gift.
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All From Clay
M. Clay Warf 
Executive Director

One of the greatest joys of 
my 20 years with the Foundation 
is the opportunity to speak to 
church senior adult gatherings 
about the importance of Chris-
tian estate planning. Recently, I 
had the privilege of speaking at 
a senior adult appreciation din-

ner at Ridgecrest Baptist Church in Durham. Ridgecrest pas-
tor, Marc Francis, currently serves as Baptist State Conven-
tion Board of Directors president. The church’s Senior Adult 
Minister, Rodney Hicks, serves on the Baptist Foundation 
Board of Directors. 

The scripture states in Psalm 90:12, “Teach us to num-
ber our days, that we might gain a heart of wisdom,” and 
Ephesians 5:15-16, “Be very careful, then, how you live not 
as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportu-
nity.” Using these verses, I challenged these senior adults to 
finish strong. I encouraged them to consider how the Lord 
would have them make the most of their days in the follow-
ing ways.

First, how can you make the most of your days in the 
matter of stewardship, or in the matter of generosity? 
When we live in an awareness of God’s great gift to us in 

Christ Jesus, the only response we can make is to live a life 
of generosity. Therefore, that generosity should be most 
evident when we prepare our Last Will and Testament. Yet, 
many Baptist Christians die every day without having given 
a thought to remembering their church and other minis-
tries in their estate plan. We’re not taking any of it with us, 
but I’m convinced that we are not really prepared to “go” un-
til we have directed a generous portion of our assets to go 
on supporting His work on earth.

Secondly, how can we make the most of our days as 
a witness to God’s grace in our lives? We have people in 
our circle of friends and family who will listen to us because 
they know us and have witnessed our lives of faith and ser-
vice.  We must finish strong when it comes to providing a 
witness to those in our realm of influence.

Then, thirdly, how can we make the most of our days 
in the matter of service? Too many seniors have the atti-
tude that they’ve done their part and it’s time for the young 
folks to take over. The truth is, the ministry needs are great 
enough that every able Christian must be involved in ser-
vice. We never retire from ministry in the name of Christ. 

“Lord, teach us to number our days and to make the 
most of every opportunity.”

INVESTMENT RETURNS
QTD 

3/31/2018
1 Year 3 Year 5 Year Since 

Inception*

NCBF Growth Fund -0.69% 9.06% 5.19% 6.11% 4.81%

NCBF Balanced Fund -0.81% 6.75% 4.38% 5.05% 4.58%

NCBF Income Fund -1.06% 3.61% 2.65% 3.17% 3.71%

NCBF Fixed Fund -0.41% 0.21% 0.32% 0.32% 1.12%

S&P 500 Index -0.76% 13.99% 10.78% 13.31% 7.41%

MSCI AC World ex US (net) -1.18% 16.53% 6.18% 5.89% 6.90%

HFRI FOF Diversified 0.57% 5.47% 1.64% 3.31% 3.56%

BC Int G/C -0.98% 0.35% 0.94% 1.25% 3.37%

Source:  Consulting Group's Orion.   The information above has been obtained by sources considered reliable.  Past performance in no 
way guarantees future results.

After a strong start to the year, stock prices fell and volatility spiked in the first quarter.  This ended a 
long and steady winning streak for markets. The S&P 500 was down (0.76%), the first quarterly loss since 
2015 and the DOW was down (1.96%).  The Nasdaq was the only major index to record a gain during the 

quarter, up 2.32%. International markets posted negative returns, while emerging markets generated 
a small gain.  Treasury yields reached multiyear highs as the prospect of a large supply of Treasury 

securities concerned investors.  The Barclay Intermediate Government Credit was down (0.98%).

We must finish strong when it comes to providing 
a witness to those in our realm of influence.
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Their love for and commitment 
to Christ and His church, their in-
volvement in ministry in Jesus’ 
name, and their devotion to each 
other, define Ray and Girtrue Tal-
ley.  Both have served on the Bap-
tist Foundation Board of Directors, 
Girtrue three terms totaling twelve 
years and Ray for four years. As 
board members they made signif-
icant contributions to the Founda-
tion’s mission of “Fostering Gen-
erosity and Facilitating Kingdom 
Growth.”

Girtrue, a native of Haywood County, had a long and 
distinguished career in banking from which she retired 
after 32 years. While she was excelling in her banking ca-
reer, she and her late husband, Cecil Young, owned and 
operated The Community Superette in their hometown 
of Etowah. Still she had time to be active in her church, 
teaching Sunday School, singing in the choir, serving as 
WMU Director, among many other responsibilities.  On the 
Foundation Board, she served in practically every capacity, 

including Vice President. The com-
puter lab at Fruitland Baptist Bible 
College was donated by Girtrue and 
Ray in memory of her late husband 
Cecil.

Ray has distinguished himself 
as a pastor in Georgia and North 
and South Carolina churches. He 
has served on the Board of Directors 
of both the NC and SC conventions. 
He is a proud Clemson Tiger and a 
graduate of New Orleans Seminary. 
For 14 years, Ray was the pianist 
for the Kingsmen Quartet, and for 

years, he and Girtrue have shared their musical talents in 
ministry. Ray has participated in 23 mission trips to Roma-
nia and is always in great demand as an interim pastor. 

After both lost spouses, the Lord brought this power 
team together on New Year’s Eve, 1997. We are honored 
to recognize Ray and Girtrue Talley as our Heritage Award 
recipients for 2018. 

Ray & Girtrue Talley Honored as 2018 Heritage Award Recipients

2018 NC Baptist Heritage Award
The 18th Annual North Carolina Baptist Heritage Award luncheon was held on April 10, 2018, at the Grandover Resort 

in Greensboro. Eleven state Baptist Institutions and Agencies honored and presented awards to individuals and couples 
who have made major contributions of time, service and/or resources to the life of the institution.  We had the privilege 
of having Richard Brunson, Executive Director of North Carolina Baptist Men, as the keynote speaker.  A special thank 
you to all who participated to make this a wonderful event. The eleven organizations and their honorees are as follows:

Baptist State Convention of NC – Fred B. Lunsford 
Biblical Recorder – C. Mark Corts
Campbell University – Michael and Quae Cummings
Chowan University – Austine Odom and Ernest Leroy Evans
Gardner-Webb University – C. Lorance and Betty Ledford 
          Henderson

Mars Hill University – David Costner
NC Baptist Foundation – Ray and Girtrue Talley
NC Baptist Men – Lynn Tharrington
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center – Kathryn H. Hamrick.
Wingate University – Don and Elaine Scarborough
Woman’s Missionary Union of NC – Sandra James
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Down East
Daryl Trexler 
Eastern Area Manager

Three years ago I was reunit-
ed with someone from my youth.  
I had just started with the Foun-
dation and was visiting some of 
our partners.  I came across a fa-
miliar name . . . Erline Perryman!  
With everything so new, it was 
comforting to come across some-

thing familiar.  Mrs. Perryman, and her husband, were a part 
of the church my dad pastored when I was in high school.  
I remembered the Perryman’s well – they were always so 
nice, and I had memories of fishing with Mr. Perryman.  With 
an extra pep in my step, I made my way to Mrs. Perryman’s 
room at an assisted living facility.  We both were a bit older 
since the last time we had talked - she had just celebrated 
her 100th birthday.  It was a wonderful reunion and we remi-
nisced about the good ole days at Southport Baptist Church.  
During those moments I was reminded of the impact she 
had on me and my family throughout the years.

That evening I called my Mom and Dad.  “Guess who I saw 
today?”  Stories followed of doing life with the Perryman’s and 
how encouraging they had always been.  They recalled meals 
eaten together, conversations, and times of deep meaning 

when life happened.  In short, it was obvious to me that the 
Perryman’s had impacted my parents and their pastor in pro-
found ways.

I later talked to a friend who lives in Southport and let 
him know that Mrs. Perryman had mentioned him in our con-
versation that day.  Once again, stories of how Mrs. Perryman 
had helped him through the years through friendship, advice 
and a loving spirit were told.   He spent many a day sitting 
with Mrs. Perryman talking about things that mattered.  My 
friend was impacted by Mrs. Perryman.  

I learned that Mrs. Perryman had daily visitors, a testimo-
ny of the impact the Perryman’s had.  Every person that was 
a part of her life could tell stories of the Perryman’s influence.  
Their impact in the Southport area was deep and wide!

Last week, I got news that Mrs. Perryman had passed away 
at age 103.  Like others, I couldn’t help reflecting on the ways 
she  had impacted us.  The Perryman’s spent their lives im-
pacting and investing in others in many different ways. Years 
ago, they had set up an endowment  that would provide 
resources for community missions and church starts.  As 
I remembered this, I couldn’t help but smile.  The Perryman’s 
had spent a lifetime impacting others, and now even in their 
absence would continue to make an impact in this old world.  

The Art of Generosity
Richard Childress 
Vice President for Development

A few years ago, I had the 
privilege of serving as Senior Pas-
tor to a wealthy couple named 
Paul and Anne.  In fact, they rank 
among some of the wealthiest 
people I’ve ever known.  They’re 
also some of the most generous.  

When I met with them, they had already given $300,000 to 
our church building fund to purchase the land on which the 
new church was to be built.  Had they given nothing else, the 
funding for the land alone would have been generous.  Land 
in that part of the country had escalated in value to absurd 
levels.  Developers were paying a premium dollar for any acre 
of land they could find.  Paul and Anne gave this money to 
help our church with no strings attached and no expectation 
of special recognition.

As they communicated and discussed their desire to do 
more for their faith and our church, I was deeply touched 
by their boundless generosity and selfless words: “We have 
been very blessed in life and we want nothing more than 
to be a blessing to God, others, and our church.  We made 
the decision a long time ago to set aside just enough to 
enable us to live comfortably for the rest of our lives. We 
also decided to leave to our children and grandchildren 
just enough to help them on their own paths. With the 
rest, we want to see how much of it we can give away be-
fore and after we die.” Amazing! What a life and what a role 
model for others.

Currently NCBF assists individuals and families with the 
same spirit of generosity as Paul and Anne.  Today, with assets 
of approximately $162 million and a full time staff of elev-
en, the Foundation’s presence in Baptist life is bigger and 
stronger than ever before.

“The Perryman’s spent their lives 
impacting and investing in others in 

many different ways."   
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What are these gifts through the Bap-
tist Foundation doing? Some gifts are pro-
viding income to individuals and families, 
and then will continue on to support the 
Lord’s work in perpetuity.  Other gifts pro-
vide immediate assistance to Christian 
ministries as a permanent endowment.

In 2017, approximately $5.2 million in 
income was paid to 677 charities and $1.9 
million was paid to individuals through 
trusts.  Charities and the percentages cur-
rently supported through endowments 
with the Baptist Foundation are as follows 
(see pie chart).

Regardless of your age or financial 
ability, you can be a part of this ongoing 
ministry. Call the Foundation office today.

Developing Financial 
Disciples
Allen Schuyler, 
Western Area Manager, NCBF 
Associate Managing Director, 
NCBFS

“I thought you had to have a 
lot of money to establish an en-
dowment,” said my dear friend, 
Donna, whom I’ve known for 
over 35 years as she inquired 

about my work with the NC Baptist Foundation.  “Actually,” 
I said, “an endowment with the Foundation can be estab-
lished with $100.00, and it begins to pay out to its chosen 
beneficiaries when it reaches $1,000.00.”

A mistaken understanding regarding the ministry of 
the NC Baptist Foundation is that our work is only with 
those who have significant means with which they desire 
to benefit Baptist and other Christian ministries.  But the 
Foundation works with all NC Baptists to encourage them 
toward extended financial discipleship as followers of Je-
sus, and to foster a Jesus-like generosity in them.  It is not 
a matter of our financial means, rather, it is a matter of be-
ing faithful to the Lord, whatever means we might have.  
For Christ-followers, it’s a matter of equal love for the Lord, 
but not equal amounts given.  That’s why in Mark 12:41-
44, Jesus lifts up a poor widow as an example of what true 
giving is.

Faye Turnmire served faithfully for a number of years 
as a Southern Baptist missionary to the Philippines and 
upon returning back to the United States, married Dr. Lin 
Fincannon, an optometrist in Elkin, NC.  When reviewing 
several accounts that she and Dr. Fincannon established 
with the Foundation, some over 30 years ago, I wondered 
why there were so many accounts established by one fam-
ily.  The answer became apparent.  They were established 
because of their love for the Lord Jesus, to celebrate the 
lives of family and friends, and further, to impact Kingdom 
ministries long after they are gone from this earth.  Truly 
this family has shown establishing endowments is about 
their love for Christ, but not about equal amounts!

Now with Dr. Fincannon having passed on, Faye is 
married to the delightful retired Texas Baptist pastor and 
North Carolinian, Paul Comer, and they live in Newton.  
That same spirit of generosity lives in both Faye and Paul, 
as they continue to express in concrete ways their pro-
found love for the Lord in their financial discipleship.

Is the Lord leading you toward this kind of faithful-
ness?  It isn’t about equal amounts, but about equal love!

“An endowment with the Foundation can 
be established with $100.00, and it begins 
to pay out to its chosen beneficiaries when 

it reaches $1,000.00.”
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Sure Foundation 
Russell Jones, 
Managing Director 
North Carolina Baptist 
Financial Services

Webster’s defines well-
spring as “a fountain; a spring; a 
source of continual supply.”  We 
find the word wellspring three 
times in Proverbs.  Proverbs 
4:23 encourages us to, “Keep 

your heart with all diligence, for out of it is the wellspring 
of life.”  Proverbs 16:22 and 18:4 tell us that understanding 
(wisdom) is a wellspring of life.

Wellspring Community Church in Thomasville started 
in 2000.  Since their beginning, they have been renting 
a facility for worship. In 2012, they purchased land and a 
28,000 square foot building that once was a manufactur-
ing facility.  Through God’s grace and the financial com-
mitment of the members, they were able to purchase the 
property in less than 30 days.  Pastor Dan Shoaf will tell 
you that the opportunity to buy the property on such 
short notice was nothing short of a miracle.

The building was in good shape structurally, but 
it would take a lot of work to transform it into a usable 
space for worship. In 2016, they began the process of 
renovating the building and reached out to NC Baptist 

Financial Services for a loan to complete the project. 
As with any project, there have been delays and changes, 
but the members have been faithful in seeing it through 
to completion. Pastor Dan said, "On a staggering level, 
capital campaigns and construction projects present 
a wide array of both opportunities and difficulties for 
churches, but one of the unexpected delights of this 
project has been the joy of partnering with NCBFS 
who clearly understands the unique challenges that 
we face as a church and whose obvious passion is not 
merely for lending and buildings, but for the mission 
and ministry of making disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ!"

Construction will wrap up this summer, and the good 
folks of Wellspring Community are ready and excited to 
worship in their own facility.  The first phase includes a 
beautiful sanctuary and educational space.  In the foyer 
of the building, a continuous waterfall will greet its mem-
bers and guests.  It is a reminder of Jesus, The Living Water, 
whom they serve and will worship in their new building.  
Jesus said in John 4:14, “But whoever drinks of the water 
that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I 
will give him will become in him a well of water spring-
ing up to eternal life." That is the message and the hope 
Wellspring Community Church wants the people coming 
through its doors to know. If we can be of help to you with 
your next building project or if you want to partner with 
churches like Wellspring Community by investing in our 
ministry, please contact us. 

The North Carolina Baptist Foundation, Inc.  
ANNUAL SUMMARY REPORT FOR YEAR 2017

In 2017, the Lord continued to bless the ministry of the NC Baptist Foundation as:

•  31 new accounts were established, the majority of which will permanently support Kingdom work in North
Carolina and around the world

•  Gifts to all accounts totaled $5,575,623.89

•  A total of $7,245,783.43 was distributed ($5,296,516.72 to mission endeavors and $1,949,266.71 to individuals
through charitable trusts)

•  Assets under management at the end of 2017 stood at $162 million

•  177 scholarships were awarded to NC Baptist students totaling $280,500

•  NC Baptist Financial Services provided 76 loans totaling $43.7 million (outstanding) by the end of 2017

•  The balance in Certificates of Participation stood at $48.5 million

•  Foundation staff had 185 speaking engagements in 2017

Please let us know how we might be of service to you or your church family in 2018.
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Administrative Office
201 Convention Drive
Cary, NC 27511-4257
919-380-7334  •  800-521-7334  
919-460-6334 (fax) 
www.ncbaptistfoundation.org

Eastern Office – Daryl Trexler
PO Box 247
Leland, NC 28451
919-459-1673
800-521-7334, ext. 1673 
dtrexler@ncbaptistfoundation.org

Central Office – Robert Simons
10716 Hurdle Mills Road
Hurdle Mills, NC 27541
919-459-1682
800-521-7334, ext. 1682
rsimons@ncbaptistfoundation.org

Western Office – Allen Schuyler
7845 Colony Road
Suite C4-147
Charlotte, NC 28226
919-459-1678
800-521-7334, ext. 1678
aschuyler@ncbaptistfoundation.org

NC Baptist Financial Services
Russell Jones, Managing Director
7427 Matthews-Mint Hill Road
Suite 105 PMB 185
Charlotte, NC 28227
919-459-1680
800-521-7334, ext. 1680 
704-246-7287 (fax)
rjones@ncbaptistfoundation.org

We Want to Hear From You!
Spreading Good News  |  Volume 34 - Number 2

The purpose of this publication is to provide accurate and authoritative information of general char-
acter only.  The publisher is not engaged in rendering legal or tax advisory service. For advice and as-
sistance in specific cases, the service of an attorney or other professional person should be obtained.

Name: Rev. Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

Special Request

PLEASE SEND ME:
 � Making Your Will Guide

 � Endowment Fund Information

 � Charitable Trust Information

 � Estate Planning DVD

 � Noel Inspirational Retreat 
registration

FOR CHURCHES:
 � Fund Management Information

 � Seminar Information/Scheduling

 � Senior Adult Program

 � Church Loan Information

PLEASE CONTACT ME:
 � I need estate-planning assistance.

 � I am interested in a Charitable Gift 
Annuity.

 � I am interested in the Certificates 
of Participation


2018 Noel Inspirational Retreat

“Abundant Living, Extravagant Giving”
October 9-10, 2018 - Caraway Conference Center, Asheboro, NC

Join us at Caraway Camp and Conference 
Center, set in the Uwharrie Mountains 
of central North Carolina, for this annual 
event featuring a great time of fellow-
ship and learning, shared by old and new 
friends of the Baptist Foundation.  The 
time spent together will be filled with 
inspiration, special music, and entertain-
ment while learning about Christian es-
tate planning and the various ways the 
Baptist Foundation can help prepare for 
abundant living and extravagant giving.

The Noel Retreat will begin on Tuesday morning, 
October 9, with registration beginning at 9:30 am, and 
will conclude with lunch on Wednesday. You will have the 
option of arriving at Caraway on Monday night, at your 

own expense, if it will make travel more 
convenient. The Foundation will cover all 
other expenses for the event.

Silent Auction: The silent auction will 
return again this year.  The silent auction 
raises money to benefit the Noel Inspira-
tional Retreat Endowment Fund. Earnings 
from the endowment enables the Foun-
dation to offer this annual event at no 
cost to participants. Each participant will 
be limited to one item at registrartion.

Information and registration forms will be mailed 
soon. If you have not received an invitation in the past, or 
have not received information by the end of July, and are 
interested in attending, please call us or return the “Clip 
and Send” found above on this page. 
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Bruce E. Cannon, Bakersville
Michael C. Cummings, Charlotte
Bobbie Furr, Raleigh
Fred J. Graf, Wilkesboro
Nancy G. Harper, Oriental
Rodney S. Hicks, Durham
Robert D. Howard, Southport
Coy H. Jeans, Old Fort
Charles D. Kennedy, Durham  

Harold G. Koger, McLeansville
C. Allen Overton, Clinton
John S. Rogers, Asheboro
Johnny E. Ross, Cary
Michael W. Smith, Hendersonville
 Philip W. Stone, New Hill 
James Shelley, Creedmoor, Chair
Glen Warren, Fuquay-Varina
Harold W. Vaden, Reidsville

Board of Directors

Welcome 2018 New Board Members
In January, we welcomed six board members to the NC Baptist Foundation Board of Directors. Four are serving their 
first term, and two are returning Directors. We look forward to sharing ministry together. Our four first-term Directors 
are featured here.
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John S. Rogers- First term
Residence and Family: Asheboro; Wife Joyce; Two grown 
children; five grandchildren  
Occupation: Retired Pastor 
Education: UNC, Southeastern Baptist Seminary, 
Campbell University 
Church and Ministry Work: BSC General Board 
Community: Volunteer Missions Coordinator with wife for 
WMU NC, Focus Team Leader Camp Mundo Vista

Michael W. Smith- First term
Residence and Family: Hendersonville; Wife Kelly; Two 
grown sons and one daughter 
Occupation: Director of Missions Carolina Association 
Education: Fruitland Baptist Bible Institute, Mars Hill College, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Church and Ministry Work:  Senior and interim pastor 
Community: Instructor at Fruitland Baptist Bible Institute, 
Biblical Recorder Board of Directors, BSC Board of Directors, 
Committee on Nominations

Philip W. Stone- First term
Residence and Family: New Hill; Wife Sherry; Grown son and 
daughter; six grandchildren 
Occupation: Retired from Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina 
Education: Augusta State University, New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary  
Church and Ministry Work:  Sunday School leadership, 
Church Administration, Church Building Planning, Interim pastor 
Community: Instructor of English as a foreign language in 
Columbia South Africa, Creative worship leader

Johnny E. Ross- First term
Residence and Family: Cary; Wife Rhea 
Occupation: Retired from Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina 
Education: UNC, Southeastern Baptist Seminary 
Church and Ministry Work:  Associate pastor 
Community: Yates Baptist Association
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