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Taking Advantage of Options
By Allen Schuyler, Western Area Manager

  I once heard that Henry Ford, founder of Ford Motor 
Company, said that a person could have a Ford in any color 
that person might want as long as it was in black.  In our 
culture today, we are all about choices!  Take the Coca Cola 
soft drink company for instances.  They have a “Freestyle” 
dispenser which features 165 different customized flavors 
for soft drinks.  It is no wonder that we are conditioned to 
have choices.

  Regularly, I am 
asked by church-
es about the in-
vestment options 
that the NC Baptist 
Foundation offers.  
Churches across the 
state have signifi-
cant holdings in Cer-
tificates of Deposit 
or saving accounts 
that are earning 
marginal interest 

rates.  The Foundation offers many ways to maintain diver-
sified options.  This is especially beneficial to those church-
es lacking the aid of financial investment professionals in 
the congregation.  

  Among the options we offer are our Fund Manage-
ment Agreements (FMAs) and our Certificates of Partici-
pation (CPs).  FMAs are completely revocable agreements 
between the local church and the Foundation, which pro-
vide 4 investment funds.  Each pool offers a different lev-
el of risk and a different expectation of return over time.  
Churches may add or subtract funds at any time without a 
penalty, which is not available with a bank CD.

  CPs are an investment option with NC Baptist Finan-
cial Services, similar to bank CDs.  A church may choose 
between a demand certificate or timed certificates with 
terms of 6 months to 60 months and rates that are fixed 
during the term.  The wonderful news about CPs is that 
they underwrite NC Baptist Financial Services’ church 
loans for NC Baptist churches in need of financing for their 
expansion projects.  Hence, CPs are “Baptists helping Bap-
tists” across our state.

  Recently, I presented these investment options to 
Pastor Jeff Harris and deacons of Friendly Chapel Baptist 
Church in Maiden.  This leading church in the South Fork 
Baptist Association was pleased to know of their choices.  
The decision was made to invest first in CPs, as “Baptists 
helping Baptists.”  Later the church leaders plan to invest in 
a FMA, when other funds become available for investing.  
What a double blessing!

  Your NC Baptist church (or Baptist individuals) can 
take advantage of Foundation options as well!  We may 
not be like Coca Cola Freestyle with 165 choices, but we 
provide options which will bring returns that can bless the 
ministry of your church, while providing for the ministry 
needs of other NC Baptists.  Contact us today to take ad-
vantage of your options. 
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All From Clay
M. Clay Warf 
Executive Director

  Some of you have heard 
me talk about my maternal 
grandmother, Annie Mathews, 
who lived with our family practi-
cally all my life until her death at 
the age of 79 when I was a junior 
in high school. Granny was a de-
vout Christian woman who never 

had it easy in life. Her husband, my grandfather, who I never 
knew, Joseph Calvin Mathews, died when he was struck by 
lightning on June 19, 1923. He and Grandma and their five 
children were all working in a tobacco field when he was com-
ing back from a spring with a bucket of water in each hand. It 
was not a stormy day, but somehow a bolt of lightning was 
drawn to those buckets of water and hit him. Years later my 
mother would tell me how it tore off his clothes and knocked 
the shoes off his feet. She was 10 years old when her daddy 
died in her arms. 

  My mother had two older and two younger brothers 
when my Grandma Mathews was left a widow with a crop in 
the field and no other source of income. Grandpa Mathews 
was buried in an unmarked grave in the Sardis Church 
Cemetery near Madison, NC. The graves of poor people were 
marked only with a rock or a pile of rocks with no way of 
identifying the deceased. 

  Granny Mathews would eventually keep her family 
together by running a boarding house. Of course, the chil-
dren got jobs and went to work as soon as they were old 
enough. But through it all, Granny relied on her faith and was 
a charter member of Baptist Temple Church in our hometown 
of Reidsville. 

  Years after Granny’s death, my father would tell me about 
her being at church one Sunday when the offering plate was 
passed and all she had to her name was one dollar. She felt she 
should give that dollar, but it was all she had. Following the 
service, as she was greeted by her pastor, she handed him that 
dollar and told him she should have put it in the offering plate. 

  On her way back to the boarding house, she was met 
by a former boarder who left while owing her money. During 
this encounter, he paid her every cent that he owed. My 
Granny would declare till the day she died that had she not 
given that dollar at church she would never have met that 
former boarder. 

  I’m so grateful that my legacy is people like Granny 
Mathews and my own parents, unnoticed by the world, but 
kindred spirits with the widow who gave all she had. My prayer 
is that I will be true to this legacy of generosity and faithfulness 
to the One who gave it all for you and me. 

INVESTMENT RETURNS
QTD 

Aug 2018
YTD 

Aug 2018 1 Year 3 Year 5 Year
Since 

Inception*

NCBF Growth Fund 2.99% 3.04% 8.73% 7.94% 6.61% 4.92%

NCBF Balanced Fund 2.58% 2.63% 6.77% 6.73% 5.63% 4.68%

NCBF Income Fund 1.99% 1.81% 3.62% 4.32% 3.93% 3.79%

NCBF Fixed Fund 0.27% 0.38% 0.35% 0.53% 1.03% 1.17%

S&P 500 Index 7.10% 9.94% 19.66% 16.11% 14.52% 14.92%

MSCI EAFE (net) 0.48% -2.28% 4.39% 7.04% 5.73% 10.60%

HFRI FOF Diversified 0.85% 1.56% 4.17% 2.45% 3.44% 3.67%

BC Int G/C 0.62% -0.36% -1.01% 1.27% 1.76% 3.29%

Source:  Consulting Group's Orion.   The information above has been obtained by sources considered reliable.  Past performance in no way guarantees 
future results.

The major equity benchmarks recorded solid gains in August.  The S&P 500 Index was up 7.10% through 
August and 9.94% for the year.  International markets continued to struggle.  The MSCI EAFE (net) was up 

slightly, 0.48%, but still negative year to date.  Fixed income markets saw missed results.  International 
fixed income markets were down; however, domestic markets had positive performance.  The Barclay 

Intermediate Government Credit Index was up 0.62% the first two months of the quarter.  

My prayer is that I will be true to this 
legacy of generosity and faithfulness to 
the One who gave it all for you and me. 
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Sure Foundation
Russell Jones 
Managing Director
North Carolina Baptist 
Financial Services

One of the many things 
I enjoy in my work with NC 
Baptist Financial Services is 
learning how Baptist churches 
do ministry.  It is encouraging 
to see churches sharing the 

gospel in unique ways; Blue Ridge Cowboy Church in 
Fairview and Triad Cowboy Church in Archdale, are both 
churches that have a rich heritage and are in the process 
of building a church facility. Each church came to us for 
help with a loan to finance their projects.  

  The facility that Blue Ridge Cowboy is constructing 
sits high on the hill of a 15-acre tract and overlooks the 
Appalachian Mountains.  Triad Cowboy is perched on 13 
acres of land on Muddy Creek Road in Archdale.  It just 
seems natural to me that the location of a cowboy church 
should have mud and creek in its name.  

  While the buildings are attractive, they will have a 
rustic look to them making it very inviting to the folks that 
come through the doors.  Triad Cowboy will have a riding 
rink on their property so they can have horse shows and 

Soon both facilities will be complete and 
the members of both churches will have a place 
to call home.  Although many miles apart, these 
two churches share in a unique way to reach 
people for Christ.  Paul, in I Corinthians 9:22-23 
says, “I have become all things to all people so 
that by all possible means I might save some.  I 
do all this for the sake of the gospel that I may 
share in its blessings.” (NIV)  For some of us it 
means becoming a cowboy for Christ.  It is a joy 
for us to “pardner” with these two churches.

  If we can help you with your next building 
project, please give us a call.

Each church came to us for help with a 
loan to finance their projects.

clinics that will draw people from all over the state and 
Southeast.  Pastor Doug Davis says that these events will 
be a wonderful opportunity to share the gospel.

 Pastor Doug is very involved in the Professional Bull 
Riders Organization and uses his affiliation to share the 
gospel with professional bull riders.  Blue Ridge Cowboy 
will have a stable to keep horses that they use for a 
partnership ministry with a Christian camp nearby. 
Pastor Louis Gibson said, “This provides us an awesome 
opportunity to teach children and youth some life lessons 
using horses as a draw, but also the chance to share Christ.” 
They also plan to open up their church for community 
events.
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Down East
Daryl Trexler 
Eastern Area Manager

 As I sit here this afternoon, I 
am surrounded by the aftermath of 
Hurricane Florence.  Here in eastern 
NC, the widespread impacts 
were felt in the days just after the 
storm.  I have friends who have 
lost everything to flood waters. 
There are folks who can’t find roads 

that lead home, most have been without power for days, and 
supplies have been limited.  As eastern NC awaits normalcy 
again, the question has to be asked – “Is there a silver lining?”  
I’ve always been told that EVERY cloud has a silver lining – but 
what about these clouds?  Do Florence’s clouds have a silver 
lining?  Among all this devastation, is there good to be found?

The Art of Generosity
Richard Childress 
Vice President for 
Development

  Where did you learn to 
give? Generosity is not automat-
ic.  No one is born generous.  In-
stead, generosity is learned and 
cultivated!

  I once had a Sunday school 
teacher, Ms. Wampler, who believed it was her divinely ap-
pointed calling to teach children in her class to give.  Every 
Sunday at the close of the teaching period she would say, 
“Okay, boys and girls, it’s time to give an offering.” With that 
she would pass an offering basket. It was a well-worn basket, 
as I recall.  The oval wicker basket had been rubbed thin and it 
had a weathered outdoor look, as though it had been on her 
front porch for years before putting it to a more sacred use 
on Sunday.

  I came to the class three times before I discovered that, 
if I did not want to be the only child who showed up emp-
ty-handed, I’d better ask my parents for extra coins.  By the 
fourth Sunday, I came prepared with loose change in my 
pocket.  This became a regular practice until I was promoted 
to another grade.  My next teacher was not nearly as interest-
ed in teaching us to give.  In fact, I’m not sure she ever men-
tioned it. I’ve always suspected it was because she was not 
giving herself.

  The discipline of giving was good for my fellow class-
mates and me.  Though it was only loose change and the 
amounts given were insufficient to relieve any serious suf-
fering in the world, the discipline was good and affected me 
deeply enough that I still remember it today.  But the reality 
is that many children who might not have had teachers like 
Ms. Wampler as I did are now adults who are not generous 
because no one took the initiative to cultivate generosity.

  No one is born generous. Instead, generosity is learned 
and cultivated.  There may be people who have a person-
ality prone to generosity.  However, the kind of generosity 
I am describing goes far beyond a charitable disposition or 
an occasional act of benevolence. I am describing a “lifestyle 
of generosity.” Aristotle said, “We are what we repeatedly do.” 
Generosity, therefore, is not an occasional activity but a habit 
we develop.

No one is born generous. 

Instead, generosity is 

learned and cultivated.
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Authentic, genuine and divine 
generosity changes the world.

“Abundant Living … Extravagant Giving” was the theme for the 2018 Noel Inspirational Retreat which was held 

at Caraway Conference Center on October 9th and 10th.  This is an annual event hosted by the North Carolina 

Baptist Foundation. It is a special time that provides opportunity to laugh and learn while enjoying fellowship.  Four 

breakouts  and one estate planning seminar were provided between times of devotion, special music, delicious food and 

hearty laughter.  This years “Abundant Living … Extravagant Giving” demonstrated that even in the aftermath of natural 

disasters like Florence and Michael, Christians can join together for prayer, fellowship and encouragement. 

“Abundant Living … Extravagant Giving” 

 If I were honest, I would say at first glance through 
our tears it is hard to find one.  As the days go by, I have 
witnessed something that looks very different from the 
way our society normally reacts.  A scenario has played 
out in which people’s natural reaction has shifted to 
something a bit counter cultural – something divine.  
Everywhere I turn, people are giving – giving of time, 
money, their company’s productivity, love and the list 
goes on.    Rather than asking where we will get the 
resources, church leaders are waking up with one task 
– getting the resources that have been given to people 
who need them.  In the midst of scarcity, abundance is 
showing up.  What has  made the difference?  One word 
– generosity. 

  My family and I were making our way home a few days 
after the storm.  We stopped to pick up Chick-Fil-A nuggets 
to share with our neighbors who had been without 

power for days.  When we picked up the nuggets, there was 
an envelope included.  In that envelope was $24 and a note 
that simply said that the customer behind us in line heard our 
story and wanted to give all the cash she had with her to help 
someone in the hurricane.  We had the pleasure of passing that 
“all in” gift  to a family who had lost part of their house.  As she 
took it, her friend whispered, “There’s dinner for your family 
tonight.”  Scarcity turned to abundance! Here at the Foundation 
we talk a lot about the power of generosity.  This week I saw it 
with my own eyes. Authentic, genuine and divine generosity 
changes the world.  It’s pure and powerful.  Generosity is a 
game changer and the silver lining for this storm.
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It's All His 
Robert E. Simons, 
Central Area Manager

My work as the Central 
Area Manager of the NC Bap-
tist Foundation takes me from 
Henderson in the northeast to 
Concord in the southwest and 
Mount Airy in the northwest to 
Southern Pines in the southeast.  
I have visited many special plac-

es throughout my area of the state.  One of those special 
places is right in the center of the state in Asheboro. Cross 
Road Retirement Community, which is celebrating its 35th 
anniversary, was started as a ministry of Cross Road Bap-
tist Church. Residents there enjoy walking trails, garden-
ing, The Activity Annex, 2 duck and fish ponds, courtyards, 
picnic area, club house, dining room, putt-putt, a deck 
and fishing pier.  Its mission provides physical, spiritual, 
emotional, and social events for their residents. They do 
this through three different types of living arrangements: 
74 independent living apartments and villas, an Assisted 
Living facility, and a Memory Care Center. 

  Two of their residents are Gene and Bobbie Book-
er, whom I highlighted in my newsletter article in the Fall 
of 2015. Gene and Bobbie are thankful recipients of the 
wonderful care given by the folks at Cross Road Retire-
ment Community. To show their thankfulness, Gene and 
Bobbie are great supporters of the Cross Road Retirement 
Community Endowment Fund. This endowment was 
started in 2001 to provide income to the facility in per-
petuity, until the Lord returns. The principal comes from 

generous donors like Gene and Bobbie Booker. Anyone 
can donate to this or any other endowment established 
by a NCBF donor.

  Endowments are just one way that the NC Baptist 
Foundation works to support ministries all over North 
Carolina and the world.        Endowments may be started 
by an institution or an individual for as little as $100, and 
they can pay out the earnings when the principal reach-
es as little as $1,000. Prior to reaching the $1,000 goal 
amount (the establisher can select a higher goal), the 
earnings are reinvested to the fund’s principal.

  Cross Road Retirement Community is also a great 
supporter of NC Baptist work through their investment 
in the NC Baptist Financial Services church loan program 

(Certificates of Participation).  Any NC Baptist institution 
or individual can invest in Certificates of Participation 
which are used to help NC Baptist churches finance minis-
try expansion. The investor receives a competitive return 
while assuring the availability of funds that will be loaned 
out to churches in need of financing for their expansion 
projects.

  If you would like to find out more about endow-
ments, Certificates of Participation, or any of the other 
services of the NC Baptist Foundation give us a call.  We 
are here to serve as a conduit between donors / investors 
and Kingdom ministries. 

January is Christian Estate-Planning Emphasis Time 
2019  Theme: “Abundant Living … Extravagant Giving”

Every church and association needs to promote and encourage the concept of Christian estate planning with its 
membership.  The results of such a promotion will be positive in several different ways.  First, individuals have the 
opportunity to remember the Lord’s work through their Last Will and Testament and other planning documents.  
Without such a plan, nothing can be left to the church or other ministries.  Second, surviving family members can be 
better cared for when a plan is in place. It is the loving thing to do.  Third, the individual preparing the plan becomes 
better organized by going through this satisfying process.  This is a win-win-win opportunity.

 The Baptist Foundation provides free promotional materials and speakers to help in this effort, and sample 
packets are mailed to every church and association in early December.  January is Make Your Will month in a Baptist 
life, so make sure your church gets 2019 off to a great start by contacting the Foundation for assistance.  The theme 
for the 2019 emphasis is “Abundant Living … Extravagant Giving.”

Any NC Baptist institution or individual 
can invest in Certificates of Participation which 

are used to help NC Baptist churches finance 
ministry expansion.
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Administrative Office
201 Convention Drive
Cary, NC 27511-4257
919-380-7334  •  800-521-7334  
919-460-6334 (fax) 
www.ncbaptistfoundation.org

Eastern Office – Daryl Trexler
PO Box 247
Leland, NC 28451
919-459-1673
800-521-7334, ext. 1673 
dtrexler@ncbaptistfoundation.org

Central Office – Robert Simons
10716 Hurdle Mills Road
Hurdle Mills, NC 27541
919-459-1682
800-521-7334, ext. 1682
rsimons@ncbaptistfoundation.org

Western Office – Allen Schuyler
7845 Colony Road
Suite C4-147
Charlotte, NC 28226
919-459-1678
800-521-7334, ext. 1678
aschuyler@ncbaptistfoundation.org

NC Baptist Financial Services
Russell Jones, Managing Director
7427 Matthews-Mint Hill Road
Suite 105 PMB 185
Charlotte, NC 28227
919-459-1680
800-521-7334, ext. 1680 
704-246-7287 (fax)
rjones@ncbaptistfoundation.org

We Want to Hear From You!
Spreading Good News  |  Volume 34 - Number 3

The purpose of this publication is to provide accurate and authoritative information of general char-
acter only.  The publisher is not engaged in rendering legal or tax advisory service. For advice and as-
sistance in specific cases, the service of an attorney or other professional person should be obtained.

Name: Rev. Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

Special Request

PLEASE SEND ME:
 � Making Your Will Guide

 � Endowment Fund Information

 � Charitable Trust Information

 � Estate Planning DVD

FOR CHURCHES:
 � Fund Management Information

 � Seminar Information/Scheduling

 � Senior Adult Program

 � Church Loan Information

PLEASE CONTACT ME:
 � I need estate-planning assistance.

 � I am interested in a Charitable Gift 
Annuity.

 � I am interested in the Certificates 
of Participation



The NC Baptist Foundation administers four scholarship 
funds to assist students with their college education.  All 
students applying for the Foundation’s scholarships are 
required to be residents of NC for at least one year prior 
to submitting an application.  Also, it is important to note 
that all students are required to submit a FAFSA Electronic 
Student Aid Report (SAR) with their application.

  Our committee specifically considers the applicant’s 
GPA, church and community activities, expected scholarships 
and financial need.  The personal essay is also important in 
the decision making process.  Over 250 applications were 
reviewed by the committee in 2018, and 250 scholarships 
were awarded.

  Scholarship awards for the 2019-2020 school year 
will vary in amounts ranging between $500 and $2,500.  
Students may only apply for one of the scholarships listed 
below.  If more than one application is submitted, only the 
first submission will be reviewed and the others will be 
disregarded.

  The Bullard Family Scholarship is for students accepted 
for full-time enrollment in an accredited college, university or 
seminary who are preparing for full-time Christian ministry. 

  The Luther H. Butler Scholarship for NC Baptists is 
for full-time students attending one of the following Baptist 
schools: Campbell University, Chowan University, Gardner-
Webb University, Mars Hill University, Meredith College or 
Wingate University.  

 The Martha Watson Scholarship Fund provides 
assistance to full-time students attending any institution of 
higher learning.  These include seminaries, Baptist and non-
Baptist colleges and universities and technical schools.

  The Mildred Frances Thomas Music Scholarship 
is for full-time students attending any institution of higher 
learning who are a music major with an interest in piano and/
or organ as their medium. 

All scholarship applications will open up online on 
January 1. Applications must be submitted by the close of 
business (5 p.m.) on February 15. No exceptions will be made.  
Notifications regarding scholarship awards will be made on 
or before April 15 of each year.

  If you or someone you know would be eligible 
for one of these scholarships, please go online www.
ncbaptistfoundation.org/scholarships.aspx to read more 
details on the requirements and guidelines for each 
scholarship.

Educational Scholarships
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Bruce E. Cannon, Bakersville
Michael C. Cummings, Charlotte
Bobbie Furr, Raleigh
Fred J. Graf, Wilkesboro
Nancy G. Harper, Oriental
Rodney S. Hicks, Durham
Robert D. Howard, Southport
Coy H. Jeans, Old Fort
Charles D. Kennedy, Durham  

Harold G. Koger, McLeansville
C. Allen Overton, Clinton
John S. Rogers, Asheboro
Johnny E. Ross, Cary
Michael W. Smith, Hendersonville
 Philip W. Stone, New Hill 
James Shelley, Creedmoor, Chair
Glen Warren, Fuquay-Varina
Harold W. Vaden, Reidsville

Board of Directors

Mailing Schedule for Tax
Forms 1099-R and K-1

◊ 1099-R FORMS, for income received in 2018 from a 
charitable gift annuity, will be mailed by January 31, 2019.

◊ K-1 FORMS, for income received in 2018 from a 
charitable remainder trust, will be mailed in March 2019. 
Please note that due to the complexity in preparing these 
forms, K-1s are always mailed much later than the 1099s.

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage

PAID
Cary, NC

Permit 333

If you are planning to make 
a year-end gift in 2018, don’t 

wait until the last minute.  

Contact us now if your gift 
will require the preparation 

of documents.

2018 Holiday Office Hours
 

The offices of the North Carolina Baptist 
Foundation will be closed for the holidays 

on the following days:
 

Thanksgiving: 
Thursday & Friday, Nov. 22-23

Christmas: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Dec. 24, 25, 26

New Year’s Day:  
Monday, Jan. 1

Have a Blessed and 
Happy Holiday Season
from your Baptist Foundation staff

 -Year-End Gifts -


